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What cultural influence does religion have in shaping our laws and codes that govern our lives?
Religion helps in formulating laws that promote tolerance and accommodation of all individuals in a state or country. This is displayed by the bill of rights contained in the constitution of the country which protects all citizens and gives similar opportunities. Also, it helps in ensuring equity and fairness in judicial proceedings.  Laws that are formulated following religion do not favor single person, race, gender or social class. The laws provide justice and equality to all, and therefore, everyone is subjected to the same laws. Religion also guides the formulation of laws that promote positive morals and values. Religion highlights the morals which are borrowed by state laws.
Why is freedom of religion so important in the advancement of American society?
This freedom fends off attempts the government to force citizens to practices a single religion. This makes life better when compared to countries with no freedom of religion. Also, this freedom is associated with freedom of expression and thus, every citizen can express him or herself without intimidation from the government or any single religion. Through the freedom of religion, the United States has gained greater peace, economic prosperity, and stability. This has ensured peaceful coexistence among citizens and promoted hard work. 
Do you think peers influenced your thinking in the course?
During the discussions of the past four weeks, my thinking has been greatly influenced by my peers. My thought was that leadership and religion should be wholly separated, but with their views, I now understand the need for religion in any administration. Any God-fearing leader will promote the well-being of the people and will be guided by religion. 
What are the lessons that seem more valuable to you?
It is worth noting that religion is critical in ensuring the stability of a state.  Freedom of religion is therefore crucial, and any country should protect it with all cost. For any country to gain economic growth, stability, and peace, the country has to protect freedom of religion. This has been evident with the United States, which has worked over the years to protect this human right. Each individual should be allowed to practice the religion they think is the best. There should be no intimidation of worship either from the government or from a specific religion. 


